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MR&MRS Yamada Yoichiro (Consul Genral of Japn) and Haben Mengash.
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Event Report

Consul General Namba hosts Emperor's Birthday Reception (December 11)

Sake Story £ A AR 7 — R (AR —)
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On December 11, 2009, a reception was held in a friendly
atmosphere at the official residence of the Consul General of Japan,
celebrating the birthday of His Majesty, the Emperor of Japan



(December 23). The guests included about 220 representatives from
the local circles of politics, governments, businesses, education,
culture as well as Japanese business and social organizations.
Consul General Mitsunori Namba introduced the facts that this year
marked His Highness’s 20th anniversary on throne, as well as Their
Majesties' 50th wedding anniversary. The Honorable Paul Shin,
Washington State Senator, gave a celebratory remark, followed by a
toast proposed by the Honorable Jan Drado, City of Seattle’s
Council Member.

On the corner of the reception floor, a table to introduce Japanese
cuisines was set up, assisted by the Japanese Restaurant
Association of USA. Chef Takeyuki Suetsugu, President of the
Association, spoke about the history of Japanese culinary
development and demonstrated the exquisitely hand-made, and
fully edible, decorative garnishes, showing off his master cutting
techniques.

Next to Mr. Suetsugu, the guests were able to see a special
ornamental vegetable sculpture made by the chef to celebrate the
coming New Year. This intricate sculpture work featured the likes of
a swan, crane, and even a phoenix!

On the neighboring table, a 5-tiered sample of Osechi Ryori or New
Year's cuisine was displayed, prepared by Yuichi Sato, the personal
chef for Mr. Namba. The guests were invited to try out a few of the
sample Osechi, and picked up the pamphlets on the history and
significance of this seasonal feast.

Furthermore, the business people affiliated with Japanese
corporations, who participated in an event held on a previous day at
the Washington State Convention Center, introduced and gave
samples of the Japanese Mikan tangerine and 20th Century pear
from Tottori Prefecture to promote future exportation on a nearby
table. There were also a few Japanese businesses which
distributed pamphlets and products to promote their businesses.
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